To the right honorable, my

fmguler good Lord, the L. Gray of
Wilton, Knight of the moft noble

cider of the Garter

Yght noble, when I had determined
with myfelf to write the Satire be-
fore recited (called the Steek Glajfe)
and had in rnyne Exordium (by al-
legone) compared my cafe to that
of fayre Phylomene^ abufed by the
bloudy king hir brother by lawe : I
called to mmde that twelue or thir-
tene yeares pafl, I had begonne an Elegye or forrowe-
full fong, called the Complamte of Phylomene, the
which I began too deuife riding by the high way be-
twene Chelmifford and London, and being ouertakeu
with a fodaine dalh of Rame, I changed my copy,
and flroke ouer into the Deprofundis which is placed
amongil my uiner Poefas, leuing the complaint of
Phylomene vnfiuilhed: and fo it hath continued euer
fmce vntil this prefent rnoneth of April. 1575. when
I begonne my Steele Glaffe. And bycaufe I haue in
mine Exordium to the Steele Glaffe, begonne with the
Nightingales notes: therfore I haue not thought
amiffe now to finim and pece vp the faide Complaint
of Philomene, obferuing neuertheleffe the fame detei-
minate inuention which I had propounded and be-
gonne (as is faide) twelue yeares nowe paft. The
which I prefume with the reft to prefent vnto your
honor, nothing doubting but the fame wil accept my
good entente therin. And I furder befeche that
your lordfhip wil voutfafe in reading therof, to geffe
(by change of ftyle) where the renewing of the verfe
may bee moft apparantly thought to begin. I wil no
furder trouble your honor with thefe rude lines, but
befech of the almightie long to preferue you to his
pleafure. From my pore houfe in VValkamflowe the
fixtenth of April 1575.

Your Z. bounden and moft affured
Gafcoigne.